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A Message from Our
President
Angie Black
Thank you for allowing
me to serve you as your
President this year – it
is truly an honor and
a privilege.

And it is an absolute must because we all know our
profession is not an easy one. At times we grow tired and
weary, but we persevere and make sacrifices that others
not in our profession just cannot understand—we do it
because our students need us, and we get through it with
encouragement from one another. One way we are able to
keep moving forward, keep learning, keep encouraging,
and keep serving is through the transition of new
leadership, the mobilization of new volunteers, and the
sharing of new ideas. I can’t think of a better person to keep
the momentum of the last 50 years going while putting us
on a new trajectory for effectiveness in the next 50 years
than Michael Birchett. He is a passionate, thoughtful, and
dynamic leader. He recognizes the steadfast principles that
guide this organization and keep us strong, but he also is
not afraid to think big, try new things, and utilize new
people with new methods to keep us pushing the limit so
that we can be better than we have ever been before.

Over the last year, I’ve observed a group of devoted
individuals come together to fulfill the vision and mission
of our association and do good work for the benefit of
our membership. Words cannot express my appreciation
for all the hard work put forth by our board, volunteers,
and our members committed to serving and keeping our
profession strong.
It was 50 years ago this spring that a small group of
unbelievably dedicated individuals met and formed
KASFAA. While our methods have differed over time,
the core of our beliefs and purpose have remained the same
as we have maintained a commitment to service for the
benefit of students, our profession, and each other.

I’m honored to be a part of such a special group committed
to carrying out such a worthy purpose in service each and
every day, and I’m thrilled that we can celebrate KASFAA’s
longstanding history of service as we look forward to
continuing to build upon the solid foundation that has
been laid for us.

There isn’t a day that goes by that I’m not reminded of how
service-minded we are in the financial aid profession. It is
a quality the runs strong through our association and an
aspect of our work that makes me proud to be a part.
Service and support is what KASFAA is all about: we are
our own biggest supporters and encouragers. In addition
to serving our students, we serve each other.

We have much to celebrate! Happy Anniversary, KASFAA!
Angela Black,
KASFAA President 2016-2017
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upcoming
events

From the Editor

NASFAA Annual
Conference
June 26-29, 2017
San Diego, CA

Meredith Geraci

Fall KASFAA
Conference
October 11–13, 2017
Lexington, KY
FSA Conference
November 28–
December 1, 2017
Lake Buena Vista, FL

We encourage letters to the editor, original articles,
photographs, announcements and reports. Items of
interest are gladly accepted and can be given to any
member of the newsletter committee.
Editor:
Meredith Geraci, KHEAA and KHESLC
10180 Linn Station Rd., Suite C200, Louisville KY 40223
502.329.7100
mgeraci@kheslc.com
Committee:
Gina Kuzuoka, Spalding University
845 S. Third St., Louisville KY 40203
502.873.4418
gkuzuoka@spalding.edu
Jennifer Toth, KHEAA
100 Airport Rd., Frankfort KY 40601
502.696.7392
jtoth@kheaa.com
The KASFAA Newsletter is published three times a year.
Graphic and web design is provided by KHEAA and
KHESLC.

Congrats,
KASFAA!
KASFAA recieved a Certificate of Resolution from the
Kentucky House of Representatives acknowledging our
anniversary and our 50 years of service to Kentucky.
The proclamation, introduced by Representative Dennis
Horlander, “commends KASFAA for the invaluable
service it provides to its members and the students of the
Commonwealth.”
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Mobile Financial Aid:
What Your Students
Really, REALLY Want
Drive Performance — FinAid Completion Rates,
Enrollment Yield, Student Engagement — With
The Only Student Financial Services Platform.

ClearCost
Improve cost &
value transparency
AwardLetter
Deliver digital Award Letters
and FA communications
StudentForms
Simplify ﬁnancial aid
forms & processes
CampusMetrics
Make better decisions with
instant ﬁnancial aid insights

Financial Aid
Oﬃce

ScholarshipUniverse
Streamline scholarship
management

See the CampusLogic platform in action | campuslogic.com/demo
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Public funds grow thinner and more uncertain, as
the needs of so many are great, and the resources
are scattered and few. Many of our politicians, in
all corners, on all sides, have become increasingly
petty and small. When I dwell at length upon
the obstacles ahead, I am often reminded of the
Fisherman’s Prayer that states, “Oh God, Thy Sea
is so great, and my boat is so small.” KASFAA
may be perceived, by some, as a very small boat,
in a very great sea, but I know, contrary to what
modern culture tells us, in our small size is our
strength. Our small boat allows us to intimately
know one another, and serve one another. We
have long ceased to be simply shipmates or fellow
crewmembers—more valuably, we are family. We
are, in many respects, kin. And it is that shared
kinship that makes us perfectly suited to chart the
impersonal waters before us.

Reflecting
and Moving
Forward

So as we watch our national seas grow more
tumultuous and bitter, let us not neglect our
own local lakes and ponds. We cannot permit
our Kentucky students and their families to
be forgotten in ugly and selfish power grabs.
As a state association, with politics aside, we
are keenly aware that the decisions made by
our representatives affect our neighbors and
communities. We must be their advocates. What
we do matters. Now, possibly more than ever, we
must once again roll up our sleeves, pick up an
oar, and row.

Michael Birchett

There is something about anniversaries that makes
us pause, take a long look around, reflect, evaluate
our past, and consider the future. Did we make
a difference? Are we fulfilling our mission? Will
we matter tomorrow? Will they remember our
names? Fifty years. Traditional 18-year-old
students, who began their college careers when
we first incorporated, are now 68 years old. Some
of the administrators who first captained this
association from her berth, and chartered her first
courses into new waters, have long departed her
crew; many others were added at ports along the
way; and some left for a season, only to return
at another. Sometimes she sailed forward, with
the sun on her face and the wind at her back,
and other times she was buffeted by storms so
dark and strong that the sails came down, and
all sleeves rolled up, because there was no other
option, but for everyone to grab an oar, and row.

It is in the grassroots folks that sit all around these
tables, who work one-on-one with students—not
simply statistics—that the strength will be found
to steer us to clearer skies and calmer waters. It is
your hands that are calloused with the real daily
work that our politicians do not understand. In
your professional work and volunteer service,
are the life stories of our students who will need
you as we tackle the rough waters ahead. So if
you have never been a part of this crew, please
As we approach the first year of our next 50, the
volunteer—we need your strength and new ideas.
clouds on the horizon suggest that—legislatively—
And for our seasoned folks, we will need your
there are more storms ahead. Despite our best
mentorship and wisdom as we strive to slowly tack
efforts, college is not becoming more affordable.
forward and protect the means that empower our
Too many students are dealing with increasing
students to achieve their potential. Please join me.
debt.
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Herb Vescio
Distinguished
Service Award
At the 2017 Spring Conference, our newest Herb Vescio
Distinguished Service Award winner was announced.
It was a privilige to be in the audience when Anthony
Bowles was named the 2017 recipient of the Herb Vescio
Award. He was nominated by Runan Pendergrast
of Bluegrass Community and Technical College and
Victoria Owens of Simmons College, two of his very dear
friends and colleagues. Angela Black of the University
of Louisville and KASFAA President presented Anthony
with the award.

Herb Vescio Distinguished Service Award recipients attended the KASFAA Spring Banquet. Pictured left to right are: Charles Vincent, Bob Halsey, Nimmi Wiggins, Barbara
Scheidt, Chris Mapes, Heather Boutell, Chester Priest, Tim Rhodes, Lee Watkins, Michael Morgan, Runan Pendergrast and Anthony Bowles.
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Herb Vescio Distinguished Service Award Recipients
Name

Institution

Year

Anthony Bowles

Kentucky State University

2017

Runan Pendergrast

Bluegrass Community and Technical College

2016

Chester Priest

KHEAA / KHESLC

2015

Sandra Neel

Bellarmine University

2014

Jennifer Priest

Transylvania University

2013

Shelley Park

Eastern Kentucky University

2012

Chris Tolson-Mapes

Campbellsville University

2011

Michael Morgan

KCTCS

2010

Heather Boutell

Bellarmine University

2009

Patricia Arauz

University of Louisville

2008

Dr. Joe McCormick

KHEAA/The Student Loan People

2007

Leslie Kaelin

U of L School of Medicine

2006

Dave Cecil

Transylvania University

2005

Rhonda Swim

Morehead State University

2004

Nimmi Wiggins

University of Kentucky

2003

Marilyn Clark-Watkins

Western Kentucky University

2002

Ron Duvall

KHEAA

2001

Tim Rhodes

Morehead State University

2000

Susan Luhman

Eastern Kentucky University

1999

Judith Deines

Jefferson Community College

1998

Barbara Smith

Asbury College

1997

Barbara Scheidt

Western Kentucky University

1996

Peggy Fain

Transylvania University

1995

Paul Borden

KHEAA

1994

Bobby Halsey

University of Kentucky

1993

Joyce Bryan

KHEAA

1992

Charles Vinson

Murray State University

1991

Connie Williams

Georgetown College

1990

Lee Watkins

Western Kentucky University

1989

Johnny McDougal

Murray State University

1988

Blake Tanner

University of Louisville

1987

Elinor Starr

Spalding University

1986

Herb Vescio

Eastern Kentucky University

1985
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Past presidents who attended the KASFAA Spring Conference Banquet are from left to right: Kristie Hughes, Bryan Erslan, Charles Vinson, Nimmi Wiggins, Bob Halsey, Chris
Mapes, Barbara Sheidt, Heather Boutell, Chester Priest, Tim Rhodes, Lee Watkins, Michael Morgan, Runan Pendergast, Laura Keown, Anthony Bowles, and Angela Black.

Note from an
Honorary Life
Member

When I think of KASFAA, I think of all my mentors:
Herb Vescio, Lee Watkins, Johnny McDougal, Elinor
Starr, just to name a few. I know today, there are many,
many awesome FAAs helping new folks coming into the
field. My hat is off to all of you....federal financial aid
rules and regulations have gotten so complicated.

Susan Luhman

Thank you for all you do for your students and families;
in this day more than ever before, higher education is so
important.

Wow....50 years! That is so amazing. I am so grateful to
have had the opportunity to be a member of KASFAA. I
remember all my colleagues who were so instrumental in
making me become a better financial aid administrator.
We depended upon each other for guidance and support
as we assisted thousands of students and parents to
navigate the often confusing world of federal financial aid.
We also knew how to have a good time when we would
come together.

I wish I could be with you all as you celebrate 50 years of
good works.
Cheers to 50 more years!
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Past Presidents
2015-2016

Laura Keown

1991-1992

Judith Deines

2014-2015

Kristie Hughes

1990-1991

Nimmi Wiggins

2013-2014

Katie Conrad /
Runan Pendergrast

1989-1990

Bobby Halsey

2012-2013

Chris Tolson-Mapes

1988-1989

Charles Vinson

2011-2012

Aaron Gabehart

1987-1988

Connie Williams

2010-2011

Dave Cecil

1986-1987

Paul Borden

2009-2010

Chester Priest

1985-1986

Lee Watkins

2008-2009

Jennifer Cosens Priest

1984-1985

Betsy Irby

2007-2008

Bryan Erslan

1983-1984

Herb Vescio

2006-2007

Runan Pendergrast

1982-1983

Peggy Fain

2005-2006

Shelley Park

1981-1982

Phyllis Chandler

2004-2005

Heather Boutell

1980-1981

Dave Forman

2003-2004

Ron McMakin

1979-1980

Mona Logsdon

2002-2003

Nancy Melton

1978-1979

Johnny McDougal

2001-2002

Michael Morgan

1977-1978

Malcolm Wilson

2000-2001

Sandra Neel

1976-1977

Paul Borden

1999-2000

Anthony Bowles

1975-1976

Elmer Anderson

1998-1999

Barbara Scheidt

1974-1975

John Heneisen

1997-1998

Douglas Cleary

1973-1974

James Ingle

1996-1997

Tim Rhodes

1972-1973

Elinor Starr

1995-1996

Ron Duvall

1971-1972

Bobby Halsey

1994-1995

Barbara Smith

1970-1971

Lee Watkins

1993-1994

Marilyn Clark

1969-1970

Blake Tanner

1992-1993

Leslie Kaelin

1968-1969

Harry Beck

1967-1968

Barry Dixon
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STUDENT LENDING

goals are shared and college dreams
are covered.
PNC connects students with everything they need—from variable
and fixed-rate loan options to financial education tools, and an
extensive support system to help students throughout their college
careers and beyond.
See what we’re doing at pnconcampus.com or call 1-800-762-1001
Loans subject to credit approval and school eligibility. PNC encourages students to explore
all scholarship, grant and federal borrowing options before applying for a private loan.
©2017 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.
PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC
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KASFAA Timeline

1967
KASFAA was founded
and Barry Dixon was
nominated as first
president

1968
KASFAA had a total
membership of 24 and
had $112.80 in assets

1985
1987

First Herb Vescio
Distinguished Service
Award was presented
to Herb Vescio

KASFAA received
NASFAA’s State Award
for Service to Other
Constituents

1993
KASFAA organizes first
KET Financial Aid
Call-In Show

1996
KASFAA received
NASFAA State
Award for Service to
Advancing Goals of
Access & Diversity

2001
2005

KASFAA launches
College Goal Sunday

KASFAA received
NASFAA’s State Award
for Service to Other
Constituents

2007

2009

First Professional
Development
Scholarship Awarded

First online edition of
the KASFAA newsletter

2017
KASFAA now has 98
member organizations,
265 paid memberships,
and $192,273 in
assets.
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KASFAA
Red Carpet
Interviews
KASFAA members were asked a few questions about their
memories and experiences with KASFAA. Here’s how
they answered:
From left: Kristie Hughes, Angie Black, and Chester Priest.

What is your favorite KASFAA memory?
“Nights together at conferences in the hospitality suite” –
Runan Pendergrast
“Johnny McDougal doing a Roy Orbison imitation at a
conference and the ladies in the audience waving dollar
bills at him!” – Barb Scheidt
“Meeting my wife, Marilyn” – Lee Watkins
“Hehe, I don’t remember it…I was HYPNOTIZED!” –
Bryan Erslan (on his experience at a conference with a hypnotist)
“There are so many!! On a serious note, when my son
had his car accident I had to miss my first KAFSAA
board meeting in years. In my absence the board passed
around a collection jar to help with my son’s medical
expenses. I will never forget how touching that was.”
– Heather Boutell
“The WKU crew winning the conference talent show
with our Hee Haw production.” – Cindy Burnette
“Most memorable for me was the intense vetting process I
had to endure to get in KASFAA’s good graces as a federal
trainer. I was forced to perform as the entertainment to
prove my worth.” – David Bartnicki, the Singing Fed
“The funniest thing was Anthony Bowles and those
raccoons. He was petrified and shoved Barb Scheidt at the
raccoons to protect himself!” – Charles Vinson
“My year as KASFAA president was our 30th anniversary.
We had our 30th celebration right here in this same hotel
– it was the first time this hotel was used!” – Tim Rhodes

“The Owensboro earthquake conference. We all woke
up in the middle of the night to the Executive Inn
shaking. The next morning the chandeliers trembled from
aftershocks throughout Greg Martin’s federal update.” –
Kate Ware

Who would you name as a KASFAA mentor?
Barb Scheidt said: “Herb Vescio, Johnny McDougal,
Susan Luhman, Joyce Gordon, Charles Vinson.”
Victoria Owens said: “Elinor Starr.”
Runan Pendergrast said: “Sandy Neel.”
Lee Watkins said: “A.J. Thurman.”
Kate Ware said: “Rhonda Bryant.”
Bryan Erslan said: “Dave Cecil and Heather Boutell.”
Bryson Davis said: “Janet Jones.”
Lois Tidwell said: “Heather Boutell.”
Laurel Addison and Stephanie Shearer both said: “Bryan
Erslan and Shelley Park.”
Heather Boutell said: “Blake Tanner, Pat Arauz.”
Becky Gilpatrick said: “Shelley Park.”
David Bartnicki said “I AM a KASFAA mentor!!”
Charles Vinson said: “Johnny McDougal.”
Tim Rhodes said: “Herb Vescio and Johnny McDougal.”
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What has been your favorite
KASFAA service (committee,
office, event)?

What is the best part of KASFAA
conferences?
Networking with colleagues – Charles Vinson, Heather
Boutell

“Secretary, Treasurer, Historian, Program Chair – all of
them! I loved being involved with the group, being like
family, leaning on each other.” – Barb Scheidt

Networking, federal updates and the general sessions –
Victoria Owens

Program Committee – Victoria Owens

Seeing everyone – Bryan Erslan, Tim Rhodes

Vice President – Runan Pendergrast

“Getting the family back together!” – Becky Gilpatrick

“President. I had so much fun, I was President twice!” –
Lee Watkins

“Learning from different perspectives” – WKU staff
“Keeping the relationships; maintaining our bridge” –
David Bartnicki

“I’ve always really enjoyed the high school counselor
workshops.” – Bryan Erslan

“Watching the Herb Vescio Award presentation and
acceptance. It is always heart-warming to honor colleagues
for their dedication and to be inspired by their service.” –
Kate Ware

Vendor/Sponsor Committee – Bryson Davis and Cindy
Burnette
Archivist/Historian – Lois Tidwell
Newsletter – Heather Boutell
KET Call-In Show – Becky Gilpatrick
Awards – Charles Vinson
“By-Laws Committee. My year as president we changed
the by-laws for the first time.” – Tim Rhodes

The Western Kentucky University Financial Aid Office family

From left: Tim Rhodes, Anthony Bowles, and Lee Watkins

From left: Sharon Bolt, Brooke Gupton, Carrie Redford, Marilyn Radford
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Have you had a favorite KASFAA
conference theme over the
years?

“The KASFAA Fall Classic baseball theme. It was during
the World Series, and we threw out baseballs signed by
Steve Hamilton, former Yankees pitcher. The Yankees
ended up winning the series that year!” – Tim Rhodes

“The Hollywood Red Carpet conference” – Victoria
Owens

What message would you
like to deliver to KASFAA fifty
years from now on its 100th
anniversary?

“KASFAA is the Word, the 1950s/Grease-themed
conference” – Runan Pendergrast
“I always liked the conferences at state parks.” – Lee
Watkins
“The KASFAA Big Top/circus theme and the zoo/jungle
theme conferences were my favorite” – Bryan Erslan

“Good luck, KASFAA! Glad you’ve hung in there and
have been a great organization over the years!” – Barb
Scheidt

“Peace, Love and KASFAA” – Lois Tidwell

“Always keep students first.” – Runan Pendergrast

“The 50th Anniversary theme – it’s our first one ever!”
Laurel Addison and Stephanie Shearer

“You have one of the least appreciated jobs on a college
campus. You’ll never make everyone happy. But the work
you do is very gratifying and meaningful.” – Lee Watkins

“The Red Carpet/movie theme when April Tretter was
program chair. There was a giant popcorn box prop, a
hypnotist for entertainment and Heather French Henry
and Jeff Baker were guests.” – Heather Boutell

“Hopefully it gets easier than it is right now!” – Bryan
Erslan
“I hope you are still making a difference with students,
one at a time. Always remember why more than what.” –
Heather Boutell

“The superhero/comic book conference” – Becky
Gilpatrick
“I can’t even remember what my own conference theme
was when I was program chair!” – Charles Vinson

Welcome new KASFAA Members!
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You
help
students
We can help you.
With our Advantage Education and
Refinancing loans, Cohort Default
Management and Verification services,
KHEAA has all the tools you need to
help your students and staff succeed.
For information on any of our services,
contact us at marketing@kheaa.com.
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