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A Message from our President
Greetings, KASFAA friends and colleagues! I
hope your spring semester got off to a good start,
and that by now, things are rolling along for you.
Many KASFAA members have been very active
over the past few months with the High School
Counselor Workshops held November 5-18, the
NASFAA Training Workshop on November 21, the
KET Financial Aid Call-in Show on January 22,
and College Goal Sunday on January 25. It takes
Jennifer Priest
lots of volunteers and a whole lot of hard work to
make these events happen each year, and this
year’s events have been very successful.
Thank you, thank you, thank you to the many KASFAA members who
volunteered for College Goal Sunday! This is a huge KASFAA undertaking
that serves students and families across the Commonwealth each year.
Almost 80% of KASFAA’s members volunteered to give up their Sunday
afternoon to assist families with the financial aid process. The Frankfort
site was proud to have the youngest CGS volunteer ever—12 year old
Michael Gilpatrick (son of Becky Gilpatrick)—who served as greeter and
door opener. Approximately 1,000 students and families were assisted by
about 160 KASFAA volunteers. Many thanks also go to CGS committee
chairs Aaron Gabehart and Runan Pendergrast and their hard-working
committee, as well as to the many site coordinators across the state.
KASFAA’s online election took place between January 26 and
February 12. Thank you to all who took the time to consider our very
qualified slate of candidates and cast your vote. Congratulations to Dave
Cecil (President-elect), Aaron Gabehart (Vice President), Andrea Spry
(Treasurer), Chuck Anderson (Two Year Public Representative) and
Charlene Geiser (Proprietary Representative). Thank you to all who
ran—your willingness to volunteer your time and energy is what makes
KASFAA such a strong organization.
Plans for the spring conference are in the works, and I certainly hope
— Continued on Page 2
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you’re planning to join us in Erlanger April 15-17! We’ll be at the Holiday Inn Cincinnati Airport, and
we have planned lots of opportunities for training, networking, and sharing with your colleagues.
Be sure to go online to www.kasfaa.com to find out more and register for the conference. With a
registration fee of only $75 and a hotel room rate of $99 per night, I’m not sure you’ll find a better
deal that meets your training and networking needs.
Be sure to mark your calendar for KASFAA’s Support Staff Workshop to be conducted March 25 in
Frankfort. Each year, this workshop provides a wonderful opportunity for those folks in your offices
who normally would not attend a conference or other training outside the office to receive some
financial aid basic training. Sabrina Holder and her committee have put together a solid agenda that
I think you’ll agree will benefit these members of your financial aid team. Go to www.kasfaa.com/
news_supportstaff.asp for more information.
Believe it or not, planning for hosting SASFAA in Louisville in 2010 is already well underway.
Michael Morgan and Dawn Graviss are serving as Local Arrangements co-chairs, and did a wonderful
job with our Kentucky exhibit at the recent SASFAA conference in South Carolina. Be ready for them
to call on you as the 2010 conference approaches!
Finally, in the midst of a busy year as KASFAA President, you may have noticed my name change.
On December 6, 2008, Chester Priest and I were married at our new home in Anderson County.
Thank you to all who have already extended congratulations and well wishes as we begin this
exciting new phase of our lives.
It is truly an honor to serve the association as President in 2008-2009. Please do not hesitate to call
on me if you have any concerns, issues, or ideas.
--Jennifer Priest

College Goal Sunday
By Jennifer Priest

On January 25, 2009, over 200 KASFAA volunteers assisted
2,117 students and parents at 21 College Goal Sunday sites
across the Commonwealth. A $500 scholarship was awarded
to one student at each site. The largest site for College Goal
Sunday 2009 was in Highland Heights, with 356 students and
parents in attendance.
Kentucky was the fourth state in the nation to implement
a College Goal Sunday program in 2001, preceded only by
Indiana,Arizona and Kansas. There are now College Goal
Sunday events in 37 states across the nation.
College Goal Sunday Kentucky 2009 was a great success
and would not have been possible without the many
hours of effort put forth by CGS committee members, site
coordinators and volunteers.
Katie Conrad, of Midway College,
presents at a CGS event in Lexington.

This newsletter is exactly what you make it. I depend on your letters to the editor, original articles,
photographs, announcements and reports to make this newsletter great, so keep those submissions coming!
You can reach me, Editor Erica Osborne, at eosborne@bellarmine.edu. The KASFAA Newsletter is published
three times a year, with graphic and web design provided by KHEAA / The Student Loan People.

KASFAA

2

Spring 2009

Quality service you can rely on
At KHEAA and The Student Loan Peoplesm, we know that you work hard to help your students and their
families work through the financial aid process.
From state grants and KEES to Stafford and PLUS Loans, we handle them all. Anytime you have questions
or need technical assistance, give us a call. That’s what we’re here for. Call 888.678.4625 or visit
studentloanpeople.com.

KASFAA
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News

from around

Kentucky
Welcome, Mr. Eastman!
Jennifer Long-Eastman of KHEAA and current KASFAA Agency
Representative and her husband, Jamey are the proud parents of Brody Daniel
Eastman.
Brody arrived 2 weeks early on November 30th, weighing 8 pounds, 13
ounces and measured 20 inches long.
President, President-Elect wed Dec. 6
Jennifer Cosens and Chester Priest married Dec.
6 in a small ceremony at their new Anderson County
home, which they share with Honey, the mixed breed
hound they adopted from the shelter and sometimes
with Chester’s son, Tyler, currently a sophomore at
Boyle County High School.

Megan Cummins joins KHEAA as KEES
coordinator
Megan Cummins has joined KHEAA as the KEES Coordinator in
the Student Aid Branch, replacing Sheila Hilderbrand Roe, who now
coordinates the KHEAA state grant programs. Megan received her
bachelor’s degree from Georgetown College in 2005, and is working on
her master’s at Sullivan University. Before joining KHEAA, Megan was a
financial planning coordinator and student enrollment manager at Sullivan
University. Megan’s knowledge and experience will be an asset to the
agency and the financial aid community.
2009-2010 KASFAA election results:
President Elect — Dave Cecil, Transylvania University
Vice President for Training — Aaron Gabehart, Campbellsville University
Treasurer — Andrea Spry, Transylvania University
Public Two Year School Representative — Chuck Anderson, Hazard Community
College
Proprietary School Representative — Charlene Geiser, Sullivan University
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Student Aid Year in Review
NASFAA glances back at the forces that
shaped the student aid landscape in 2008:

The HEA and the HEOA
President Bush signed the Higher
Education Opportunity Act (HEOA)
into law on August 14, 2008. The
long-awaited legislation effectively
reauthorized the Higher Education Act
(HEA) for the first time in more than
10 years. The HEOA encompassed 11
titles, each title included numerous
regulations and reporting requirements
that present a significant challenge for
institutions to implement.
While the authors of the bill
said they hoped it would help
“streamline” the student financial
aid process, the actual legislation
was a mix of simplification with
additional counseling and reporting
requirements. Some provisions in the
new law include:
m A simplified, 2-page “EZ-FAFSA”
m Requiring colleges with the
highest tuition increases to
explain why costs have risen and
what steps they are taking to
control them
m Requiring colleges to adhere to a
code of conduct when awarding
student loans
m Allowing low-income students to
have year-round access to Pell
Grants
m Expanding eligibility for ACG and
SMART Grants
m Extending loan forgiveness to
students who become civil legal
aid lawyers, prosecutors, public
defenders, teachers, and other
public-service professions
m Allowing students with intellectual
disabilities to receive Federal Pell
and Federal Work-Study funds
m Requiring lenders to disclose the
terms of their loans “in simple
and understandable terms,”
rather than “in plain English,” as
previously written
m Broadening eligibility for financial

aid to include home schooled students
and students of proprietary and vocational
institutions who are concurrently enrolled in a
secondary school as regular students

In December 2008, the Department of
Education announced its intent to establish five
— See NASFAA, Page 13

LET
UNCONVENTIONAL
THINKING HELP YOU
SUCCEED.
With more than 51 years of experience in the financial aid
community, American Student Assistance® is the nation’s
first student loan guarantor. Since the beginning, we
have remained focused on assisting students and
families to successfully complete a program
of student loan repayment.

COHORT DEFAULT RATE
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ASA has achieved the lowest 2006 CDR among all
national guarantors, proving once again that our default
prevention methods work. Our rate of 1.4 percent is more
than 70 percent lower than the national rate—which
increased this year from 4.6 percent to 5.2 percent—and
40 percent lower than the next-best national guarantor.
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FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE VALUE
OF WORKING WITH ASA AT

www.amsa.com/value
KASFAA
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2008-2009 Financial Statement
KASFAA FINANCIAL STATEMENT
2008-2009
February 9, 2009

February, 2009
Budget

INCOME
1 Beginning Balance
2 Prior Administration Receipts
3 Membership Dues for 2008-2009
4 Membership Dues for 2009-2010
5 Conference Fees
6 Advertising Fees
7 Vendor/Sponsor
8 Professional Development
9 High School Counselor Workshop
10 Interest Income
11 College Goal Sunday
12 College Goal Sunday Carry-Over
13 Miscellaneous
14 Reserve
15 Endowment
TOTAL
EXPENSES
16 Conference Expenses
17 HS Counselors' Workshop
18 Travel-Exec. Bd./Committees
19 Representative to NASFAA
20 President to SASFAA
21 President-Elect Travel
22 Past President to SASFAA
23 Postage/Telephone
24 Printing
25 Newsletter & Mailing
26 President's Contingency
27 Financial Aid Awareness/PR
28 Accounting & Legal Services
29 Miscellaneous
30 Awards/Plaques
31 Supplies
32 Scholarship
33 College Goal Sunday
34 College Goal Sunday Scholarships
35 Professional Development
36 Transaction Fees (PayPal)
37 SASFAA 2010 Conference
38 Transfer to 2009-2010
39 Reserve
40 Endowment
TOTAL
Fall Paid Registrations
Paid Members
Checking - 5/3
Checking - Chase
CD-Chase (9 Month)
CD-Chase (12 Month)
Total Cash on Hand

KASFAA

180
276
$105,858.94
$500.00
$40,232.31
$24,858.16
$171,449.41

7

Actual

% of Budget

$73,276.27
$2,090.00
$7,500.00
$0.00
$26,250.00
$2,500.00
$30,000.00
$7,500.00
$7,500.00
$2,000.00
$15,000.00
$30,000.00
$0.00
$60,000.00
$6,000.00

$73,276.27
$2,090.00
$5,420.00
$40.00
$14,050.00
$0.00
$17,500.00
$7,500.00
$3,500.00
$883.01
$11,000.00
$30,000.00
$0.00
$60,000.00
$6,000.00

100.0%
100.0%
72.27%
0.0%
53.52%
0.0%
58.33%
100.0%
46.67%
44.15%
73.33%
100.0%
0.0%
100.0%
100.0%

$269,616.27

$231,259.28

85.77%

$50,000.00
$7,609.50
$18,000.00
$2,000.00
$2,000.00
$3,500.00
$1,200.00
$250.00
$750.00
$6,000.00
$1,000.00
$1,000.00
$2,500.00
$200.00
$700.00
$1,500.00
$1,250.00
$21,000.00
$10,000.00
$7,500.00
$500.00
$500.00
$54,156.77
$70,000.00
$6,500.00

$17,465.66
$7,609.50
$8,638.89
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$225.00
$81.49
$0.00
$2,325.26
$408.33
$0.00
$1,902.88
$0.00
$183.80
$228.68
$0.00
$13,732.72
$6,500.00
$282.16
$225.50
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

34.93%
100.0%
47.99%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
18.75%
32.6%
0.0%
38.75%
40.83%
0.0%
76.12%
0.0%
26.26%
15.25%
0.0%
65.39%
65.0%
3.76%
45.1%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%

$269,616.27

$59,809.87

22.18%

Respectfully submitted,
Andrea Spry
KASFAA Treasurer
2007-2009
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Carrying the torch

Fall conference charity
coordinators Gina
Kuzuoka and Judy
Bradley proudly
display the generous
donations collected for
Blessings in a Backpack
at the Fall 2008
KASFAA conference.

Pat Arauz, right, who was unable to
attend the Spring 2008 conference,
was presented the Herb Vescio Award
at the Fall conference.
Charles Vinson, right, and Ron
McMakin, far right, both KASFAA past
presidents, were honored for their
years of service to KASFAA and the
financial aid profession with Lifetime
Membership awards at the Fall 2008
conference.

Bryan Erslan hugs
Carole Becker, recipent
of the Spring 2008
Lifetime Membership
Award. Becker was
unable to attend the
Spring conference, but
was honored at the Fall
conference.

KASFAA
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Fall conference
chairs Hamida
Faquir and
Kristie
Hughes pass
the torch
to spring
conference
chairs Gina
Kuzuoka and
Judy Bradley.

In true Olympic
spirit, the financial
aid team from the
University of
Louisville won the
banner contest at
the Fall KASFAA
conference.

A large delegation
from Kentucky
attended the
February SASFAA
conference. The
event was held in
Myrtle Beach, South
Carolina.

KASFAA
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Everyone should have the chance to
grow into a dream.

As a financial aid advisor, you’re dedicated to helping students go
farther in life. To learn how we can help students both plan and pay for
college and how Upromise® can help, visit SallieMae.com/schools.

Sallie Mae and Sallie Mae Education Trust are registered service marks and Champions for Higher Education is a service
mark of Sallie Mae, Inc. Student Loan Funding is a service mark of Student Loan Funding Resources, LLC. Upromise and
the Upromise logo are registered service marks of Upromise, Inc. SLM Corporation and its subsidiaries are not sponsored
by or agencies of the Unites States of America. Sallie Mae, Inc. is a wholly owned subsidiary of SLM Corporation. © 2007
Sallie Mae, Inc. All rights reserved. JP_290 8/07
KASFAA
290_Astronaut Ad for Kentucky KA1 1
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Spring into “Gold”en conference

Greetings KASFAA Members!
The KOC (KASFAA Olympic Committee) invites you to
attend the 2009 Spring Conference, “KASFAA-Go for the
Gold.” The conference will be held on April 15-17, 2009 at
the Holiday Inn Cincinnati Airport, in Erlanger. The KOC
(also known as the Program Committee) is working hard to
provide you with an informative and entertaining conference that will appeal to all KASFAA members.
KASFAA will also be sponsoring a charity in a continued effort to spread goodwill in the community that
hosts us. More details will be coming soon.
In addition to four sets of informative concurrent sessions, the conference will offer general sessions
that will benefit the entire KASFAA membership. Jamie Malone from the U.S. Department of Education
will provide our Federal Update. Concurrent session topics will include Leadership in the Financial Aid
Office: Reality TV Style and PJ-Recalculation of EFC just to mention a few. New KASFAA members are
encouraged to join the Executive Board for lunch at noon on Wednesday, April 15. Prior to the luncheon,
the New Member Workshop will take place, providing an opportunity to meet and mingle with
colleagues. More information regarding this event will be forthcoming from Robin Buchholz, so watch
your email for details.
Networking and fellowship is an important part of any conference, so Wednesday night will be an
evening for all to gather for the President’s Dinner and “Olympic” games. Masters of Music will provide
our entertainment and music, so come ready for a fun and relaxing evening.
Conference registration is open now! The hotel group rate is only $99 per night plus tax. Be sure to
mention our group name, KASFAA, to get the discounted room rate.
We look forward to seeing you in Erlanger!
Sincerely,
Jennifer Priest
KASFAA President
Gina Kuzuoka and Judy Bradley
KASFAA Spring 2009 Program Co-Chairs

KASFAA
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Go for the Gold
2009 Spring Conference
April 15-17, 2009 Holiday Inn Cincinnati Airport, Erlanger, KY
*Tentative Agenda*
THURSDAY, April 16, 2009
8 – 10:30 a.m.
Late Registration
9 – 10 a.m.
Federal Update, Part I
10 – 11:30 a.m.
Charity Donations, Exhibits and
Communication Center Open
10 – 10:15 a.m.
Break
10:15 – 11:15 a.m. Concurrent Sessions
WEDNESDAY, April 15, 2009
EFC Calculations
8 – 9 a.m.
Program Committee /
International Students & Visas
Executive Board Breakfast
FAFSA Simplification/
8 a.m.– Noon
Exhibit Setup
Improvement Ideas
10 a.m. – Noon
New Member Workshop
Personal Finance (budgeting,
Noon – 1 p.m.
Executive Board / New
saving, investing, etc)
Member Luncheon
11:30 a.m. – 1:15 p.m. Luncheon / Business Meeting
Noon – 5 p.m.
Registration
1:30 – 2:30 p.m.
Concurrent Sessions
Noon – 2 p.m.
Exhibits and Communication
Leadership in the Financial Aid
Center Open
Office: Reality TV Style
2 – 3:30 p.m.
Opening Session / SASFAA
Perceptions (Diversity)
Update / Keynote Speaker
PJ – Recalculation of EFC
3:30 – 4 p.m.
Break
Dealing with Negativity
3:30 – 5 p.m.
Charity Donations, Exhibits and
1:30 – 4 p.m.
Charity Donations, Exhibits and
Communication Center Open
Communication Center Open
4 – 5 p.m.
Concurrent Sessions
2:45 – 3:45 p.m.
Concurrent Sessions
Cohort Default Rates
Ins and Outs of Student Loans
The TEACH Grant: Basics,
KASFAA Leadership Panel
Detailed Issues and School Real
Handling SAP Appeals
Life Examples
To be determined
PJ – Dependency Status
Break
How America Pays for College 3:45 – 4 p.m.
4 – 5 p.m.
Sector Meetings
6 – 8 p.m.
President’s Dinner
Dinner and Evening on your
8 – ???? p.m.
Games and DJ – Masters of
own
Music
TUESDAY, April 14, 2009
2 – 5 p.m.
Executive Board Meeting
6 – ???? p.m.
Dinner
9 p.m.
Packet Stuffing

FRIDAY, April 17, 2009
8 – 8:45 a.m.
Breakfast
8:45 – 9:45 a.m.
KHEAA Update
9:45 – 11 a.m.
Federal Update, Part II		
11 – 11:30 a.m.
Closing / Adjourn

KASFAA
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NASFAA — Continued from Page 5
SUPPORT STAFF WORKSHOP

negotiated rulemaking committees to prepare
proposed regulations under Title IV of the HEA.
NASFAA will be an integral part of the negotiated
rulemaking process to ensure that the needs of
financial aid offices and the students they serve
are represented.
The Credit Crunch and ECASLA
As the country’s credit market began to freeze,
Federal Family Education Loan Program (FFELP)
and private student loan providers saw their
ability to raise funds for student loans severely
disrupted. Many student loan companies were
forced to temporarily or permanently suspend
lending. In addition, loan criteria became more
stringent for private loan borrowers. These trends
sparked concern on campus and in the media
about the future availability of FFELP student
loans. This prompted Congress to act quickly and
pass the Ensuring Continued Access to Student
Loans Act (ECASLA).
ECASLA gave the Department the authority
to purchase loans from FFELP providers, which
injected liquidity into the student loan market.
Congress has extended ECASLA for another year
to ensure that next year’s students continue to
have unhindered access to student loans. To help
students who could no longer get a private loan,
ECASLA increased annual and aggregate Stafford
loan amounts and allowed, but did not require,
lenders to approve PLUS Loan applicants with
extenuating circumstances that contributed to
the delinquency of mortgage loan or medical
payments. ECASLA also made a number of
changes to eligibility limitations for the ACG
and SMART Grant Programs.

March 25 u Agenda
8:45 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.

Registration
(Coffee and Doughnuts)

9:15 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

Welcome

9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

Old School:Hand Calculations

Presenter: Michael Morgan, Edamerica
10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.

Break

10:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

Taking Control of Retirement

Presenter: David Wells, Chase
11:45 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Lunch (provided)

1 p.m. – 2 p.m.

Federal Update

Presenter: Shelley Park, Eastern Kentucky University
2 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.

Break

2:15 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.

Layers of Diversity

Presenter: Runan Pendergrast, Bluegrass
Community & Technical College
3:15 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Evaluation and Closing

develop guidelines for reform.
The resulting recommendations will be
presented to the Obama administration within
the first 100 days of his presidency. Additional
information about the project appears on the
NASFAA web site, and updates will appear
regularly in Today’s News.

Increasing access and success
During NASFAA’s 2008 National
Conference, Dr. Day kicked off NASFAA’s
National Conversation Initiative, a campaign
to increase college access and success for
low-income, minority, first-generation, and
other disadvantaged students by improving
the financial aid system. NASFAA solicited
recommendations online and through
nationwide town halls.NASFAA staff, aid
administrators, and noted researchers are
currently analyzing these recommendations to
KASFAA
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Helping you do what you do best:
help students succeed.
We get it. Our easy-to-use suite of online products, backed up by personal
service and support, minimizes complexity so you have more time to spend with
your students. Learn about our industry-leading initiatives, default prevention
eﬀorts and more by calling 866-464-7855 or visiting mygreatlakes.org.

Update
February 2009
State Legislative Update
The state legislature convened during the first week of January to organize for the upcoming
short legislative session, and reconvened February 3. For up-to-date information, visit www.lrc.
ky.gov.
The following KHEAA-related bills have been filed to date:
HB 27 (Rep. Kevin Bratcher) – Allows KEES to be used at out-of-state institutions in contiguous
states if a student is pursuing a program not available in Kentucky. Assigned to the House Education
Committee on January 7.
HB 76 (Rep. Keith Hall) – Allows KEES to be used for dual-credit and part-time evening programs,
including at bordering states’ institutions. Assigned to the House Education Committee on January 7.
HB 90 (Rep. Mike Denham) – Expands eligibility for the Kentucky National Guard Tuition Award
Program to any federal reservist with Kentucky as home of record. Assigned to the House Seniors,
Military Affairs, and Public Safety Committee on January 7.
HB 156 (Rep. Adam Koenig) – Allows KEES to be used at out-of-state institutions within 15 miles of
the Kentucky border if the student is pursuing a program not available in Kentucky. Assigned to the
House Education Committee on February 3.
HB 157 (Rep. Adam Koenig) – Creates a tuition assistance program for teachers pursuing master’s
or continuing education option for Rank II. Recipients must teach in state for five years or repay
the tuition assistance. KHEAA would administer the program. Assigned to the House Education
Committee on February 3.
HB 324 (Rep. Keith Hall) – Creates the Early Access Grant Program, a two-year pilot program to
provide grants for high school students who reside in coal-producing counties to participate in dual
credit courses. KHEAA would be responsible for administrating the program. Posted in the House
Education Committee on February 13.
HB 386 (Rep. Bob DeWeese) – Creates a student loan forgiveness program for graduates of
Kentucky dental or medical programs to be administered by The Student Loan People. Assigned to
the House Appropriations and Revenue Committee on February 11.
SB 3 (Sen. Kenneth Winters) – Establishes an option for early high school graduation and creates a
related scholarship trust fund to be administered by KHEAA. Passed by the full Senate February 10
and received in the House February 11. (An identical bill, HB 364, was filed February 9 in the House.)
SB 180 (Sen. Charlie Borders) – Makes home-schooled students eligible for KEES scholarships.
Assigned to the Senate Education Committee on February 13.
Congressional office to use KHEAA publication
Christopher Lamb, a constituent liaison from Congressman John Yarmuth’s office, has
requested copies of Affording Higher Education for reference and distribution to those in his
district requesting information about student financial aid. Mr. Lamb had stated that his office was
attempting to compile a list of financial aid opportunities offered to residents of Kentucky when he
was pleased to learn that KHEAA and KHESLC already produce a publication with this information.
Ten copies of the publication were sent for use by Congressman Yarmuth’s office.

KASFAA
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KALI Advisory Board meets
The Kentucky Adult Learner Initiative (KALI) Advisory Board met January 8 to discuss
recommendations presented by KALI’s three working groups–credit for prior learning, flexible
academic programming, and financial aid. Edward Cunningham is an advisory board member, and
Rebecca Gilpatrick, KHEAA Student Aid Branch Manager, helped facilitate the financial aid working
group. The recommendations will now be reviewed by other stakeholders before being submitted to
the Council on Postsecondary Education for possible action.
Student Aid Disbursements
At the end of the second quarter, the Student Aid Branch had disbursed $102.1 million, or 51.1% of
the $199.8 million in available funds, for FY 2009.
Disbursements by Program
July 1, 2008 - December 31, 2008
Program Expenditures
KEES

$46.2 million

CAP Grant

$32.8 million

KTG

$17.5 million

Kentucky National Guard Tuition Award

$2.4 million

Teacher Scholarship

$1.2 million

Osteopathic Medicine Scholarship

$958,300

Early Childhood Development Scholarship

$538,700

Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship

$279,400

KHEAA Work-Study Program

$183,600

Mary Jo Young Scholarship

$121,000

Go Higher Grant

$20,200

Loan Volume
KHEAA guarantees continue to increase over last year. Activity from July 2008 through December
2008 amounted to $933 million, a 14% increase compared to the same period last year.
Winner selected in Promote Your School Essay Contest
Menifee County High School Junior Shelby Branam was chosen as the winner of our “Promote
Your School” essay contest. Branam will receive a $500 scholarship, and students from MCHS
will be featured in KHEAA and The Student Loan People’s free college planning guides, posters,
brochures and other publications. Branam’s essay was selected from 85 entries from across Kentucky.
Contestants were asked to explain why their high school is the best in the state in 200 words or less.
Report details Outreach activities for FY 2008
The Outreach Annual Report FY 2008 is now available. This report includes information about
our nine regional outreach counselors, provides a breakdown of contacts made and materials
distributed and highlights selected partnerships and activities.
Information about the College Info Road Show, which visits schools and other sites, and
GoHigherKY.org is also featured.
To view the Outreach Annual Report online, visit www.kheaa.com/pdf/reports/outreach_fy08.pdf.

KASFAA
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A COLLEGE ACCESS CORPS for Kentucky
A Proposal by
Dr. Joe L. McCormick
Executive Director

Kentucky College
Access Network
The Need
Many school systems in
Kentucky lack the resources to provide staff who
can help students take the
proper steps toward college. Currently in Kentucky
the ratio of counselor to students is 450 to 1. There is
hardly any school that has a
counselor totally dedicated
to motivating and working
with students to help them
make a conscious decision
-to go on to postsecondary
education beyond high school and to make the necessary preparations to successfully matriculate into a
college or university. Consequently, many students are learning little or nothing about the lifelong benefits provided by postsecondary education. Their lack of knowledge causes them to drift through high
school without career goals, and, often, to become part of the growing group of dropouts. As a result,
Kentucky now faces a serious lack of success in preparing students for college and graduating them as
the following data suggest:
For every 100 ninth graders in Kentucky. . .
					
. . .70 will graduate from high school
					
. . .39 will enter college
					
. . .26 are still enrolled their sophomore year
					
. . .17 will graduate after six years.
According to a January 2008 article published by the American Sociological Association, a school’s
commitment to helping students get into college can have a powerful effect on postsecondary attendance
and counteract the negative impacts of poverty and poor family support for postsecondary education.
Studies on the impact of pre-college counseling support the fact that advice offered in schools plays a
significant role in students’ college enrollment rates.
When schools have systems, staff and resources in place to link students with postsecondary
education and a culture that values college-going, students are more likely to enter postsecondary
institutions regardless of their race or socio-economic background.
The Program Concept
Modeled in part after the National College Access Network’s (NCAN) Advising Corps, Kentucky College
Access Network (KentuckyCAN), in partnership with Junior Achievement of Kentuckiana and the Prichard
Committee, is planning strategic college access and career preparation assistance to first generation, lowincome students in public school systems throughout Kentucky to prepare them for careers and college.
Recent college graduates would be recruited to serve for two years in a middle or high school solely
KASFAA
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dedicated to working full time with first generation, low-income students. Their goal would be to
prepare the students for academic success and successful college and/or career matriculation. The
young adults recruited to participate in this initiative can draw upon their recent college experiences
to offer fresh insight into preparing for, funding, attending and graduating from postsecondary
schools.
At the end of the two years of service, the recent graduate’s student loans would be paid in full
up to a maximum of $25,000 per volunteer. These volunteer positions would be paid a salary equal to
the market rate for entry-level middle and/or high school teachers.
The Specific Proposal
Recent college graduates from all disciplines and backgrounds would be sought to volunteer
to serve two years assigned fulltime to either a school or the school district to work with first
generation, low-income students to:
Work with the student’s own Individual Learning Plan to guide students in taking the appropriate
college-preparatory curriculum and train volunteers to assist in this process.
m Work with the students on an ongoing basis throughout the school year to encourage, coach,
and support students to successfully prepare for college and/or career.
m Provide thorough training in the use of information to prepare them for college/career and
financial aid with such tools as www.GoHigherKY.org and www.KnowHow2GOKY.org.
m Produce programs and activities at various times during the academic year to support and
encourage low-income students to commit to a rigorous course of study in middle and high
school to prepare them for a successful matriculation to college or career.
m Work with the students in preparation for taking the ACT test and in participating in the EPAS
program.

In essence, they would be a fulltime coach dedicated to college access and success curriculum
and activity solely for a targeted group of first generation, low-income students in a particular school
or school district, depending on the size of the pilot project.
Volunteers for the project would be required to attend a 30 to 45 day training prior to the
beginning of their two-year assignment. It is envisioned that qualified university professors,
experienced admissions counselors, and financial aid administrators would conduct this college
access and success training. It is further proposed the initial project run for at least four years or
more, depending on funding. At the end of the project, a thorough evaluation of the conduct and
outcomes of the project would be completed with the goal of achieving sustainability and expansion
of the project within the school district, the community, and ultimately the entire state.
Think About It!!!
A dedicated staff of volunteer college access career coaches to encourage and guide first
generation, low-income students throughout middle and high school to get them to make the wise
decisions necessary to successfully prepare for college and careers. The need for Kentucky to
dramatically increase its college-going rate is great and the state’s future economic viability depends
on having a well educated, well trained population.
As we explore this concept and seek funding for the pilot, Kentucky CAN welcomes your ideas
and suggestions on how best to make this objective a reality. Please contact Dr. Joe L. McCormick at
jmccormick@kentuckycan.org with your thoughts on this proposal. Thank you.

Volunteer for KASFAA!
KASFAA

18

Spring 2009

KASFAA

2008–2009

Executive Board

Board of Directors

President				
Jennifer Priest, KHEAA /The Student Loan People

Four-Year Public School Representative
Penny Asalon, Northern Kentucky University
Private School Representative
Gina Kuzuoka, Spalding University
Two–Year Public School Representative
Victoria Owens, Jefferson Community and Technical
College
Proprietary School Representative
Laura Jones, Sullivan University
Agency Representative
Jennifer Long-Eastman, KHEAA
Lender Representative
Michael Morgan, EdAmerica

President of Training
Katie Conrad, Midway College
President-Elect
Chester Priest, KHEAA /The Student Loan People
Secretary
Vickie Montgomery, Spalding University
Treasurer
Andrea Spry,Transylvania University
Past President
Bryan P. Erslan, Berea College

Committees and Chairs
Archivist/Historian
Laura Keown, Centre College
Articles and Bylaws
Vickie Montgomery, Spalding University
Awards
Theresa Hulsey, PNC Bank
Budget/Finance
David Cecil, Transylvania University
College Goal Sunday
Aaron Gabehart, Campbellsville University
Runan Pendergrast, Bluegrass Community and 		
Technical College
Diversity Concerns
Chuck Anderson, Hazard Community and
Technical College
Funding /Grant Writing
Bryan Erslan, Berea College
High School Counselor Training
Kate Ware, Midway College
Rhonda Bryant, University of Kentucky
Legislative Issues
Shelley Park, Eastern Kentucky University
Long Range Planning
Nancy Melton, Frontier School of Midwifery
and Family Nursing

KASFAA

Membership
Robin Buchholz, KHEAA /The Student Loan People
Newsletter
Erica Osborne, Bellarmine University
Nominations
Bryan Erslan, Berea College
Program (Fall)
Hamida Faquir, Academic Finance Corporation
Kristie Hughes, Western Kentucky University
Program (Spring)
Judy Bradley, Pikeville College
Gina Kuzuoka, Spalding University
Public Relations/FA Awareness
Marion Shute, Fifth Third Education Lending
Training, NASFAA
Rhyan Conyers, Georgetown College
Training, Support Staff
Sabrina Holder, Gateway Community and
Technical College
Vendor/Sponsor
Cindy Burnette, Western Kentucky University
Website/Technology
Jason Tretter, KHEAA /The Student Loan People

19

Spring 2009

Erica Osborne
KASFAA Newsletter Editor
Bellarmine University
2001 Newburg Road
Louisville, KY 40207

KASFAA

20

Spring 2009

