
 
 Candidacy Statement – Courtney Baker 
Candidate for Private Sector Representative, KASFAA 
My name is Courtney Baker, and I am honored to submit my candidacy for the 2026-2027 Private Sector Representative position with KASFAA. I currently serve as a Student Financial Services Manager, but more importantly, I am someone who genuinely cares about helping students navigate one of the most stressful parts of their educational journey: finances. 
I began my higher education career at Galen College of Nursing in 2019, stepping into both the Financial Aid and Bursar worlds. Like many of us, I didn’t fully know what to expect—but I quickly found a purpose in the work. Helping students understand their options, supporting them through tough conversations, and watching them succeed has shaped not only my career, but also has shaped me as a professional. 
I joined KASFAA in 2019, and this organization has been a significant part of my development. Through conferences, conversations, and the friendships I’ve built, I’ve grown tremendously. KASFAA has given me mentors, knowledge, and a community where I feel at home. Now, I want to give back in a meaningful way. 
As Private Sector Representative, I hope to bring: 
• An honest, collaborative voice that values both students and institutional needs 
• A willingness to bridge gaps between financial aid offices and private-sector partners 
• The perspective of someone who has lived the day-to-day challenges of student financial services 
• Enthusiasm, empathy, and a strong desire to support the work KASFAA does for our state 

I am grateful for the opportunity to be considered, and I would be honored to serve an organization that has played such a meaningful role in my career. 
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